3S    AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  CHILD  STUDY
the diagram the larger circle represents the limits within
which an individual may develop. The pattern within the
circle represents the extent to which he actually does develop.
The margin between the actual and the potential develop-
ment represents the area of individual responsibility. Par-
ents and teachers should help every child develop his capac-
ities to the fullest extent of which he is capable, and should
give social approval to all who do the best they can, regard-
less of the absolute amount of achievement* The parable of
the talents presents this truth. The commendation of "good
and faithful servant'* is bestowed on each person who uses
to good advantage the talents given him.
QUESTIONS FOR   CLASS DISCUSSION  OR
STUDY   GROUPS
1.   How does the individual begin life?
2.   Why do some children resemble one or both parents while other
children do not?
3.   What bodily structures are most clearly inherited and least influ-
enced by environment?
4.   In what ways are diseases passed on from parent to child?
5.   If parents are above average in some heritable characteristic, what
would you expect of their children in respect to this characteristic?
6.   Are all men created free and equal?   Discuss.
7.   Are qualities developed by parents during their lifetime trans-
mitted to their children?   Discuss.
8.   Show how some traits in a child which parents have said are
inherited can be accounted for by environmental influences.
9.   What is the relationship between heredity and environment?
10.   What is the value to teachers of knowing the characteristics of
a child's parents?   Why is information about the parents and grand-
parents usually included in a complete case history?
11.   What facts make it impossible to predict a child's intelligence
or personality from a knowledge of his parents?
12.   For a given expenditure of time, which would yield the larger
returns in* understanding the characteristics of a particular child:   a
direct study of the child, or a study of his heredity?
13.   The following comments concerning children were made by
teachers.   Tell why you agree or disagree with them.
"G., who is a behavior problem, is as his mother used to be in
school, He has evidently inherited her lack of responsibility and her
ability to lie himself out of an awkward situation."